
“Who, among you, has an 18-year-old living 
at home?” I ask the assembled masses (well, 
at least the half dozen or so attendees in the 
room.)  A number of hands are raised, and 
then comes the follow-up. “And how many of 
your 18-year-olds could live on their own, with-
out a weekly check from you?” All of the raised 
hands drop, heads shake from side-to-side, 
and comments such as, “Are you kidding 
me?” are muttered, along with the typical 
stories of adult children, in their mid-to-late 
20s, still living at home.  

Yet, this scenario, a common interchange 
whenever I talk with a community group 
about our Transitional Living Program (TLP) 
is the very challenge faced by youth that 
age-out of New Hampshire’s child-protective 
or juvenile justice system. One such person 
confronting this challenge, and succeed-
ing, is Rob Kirby. Rob was placed at Nashua 
Children’s Home at 16 and returned home 
at 17. He eventually moved in with friends, 
but shortly after his 18th birthday, requested 
tenancy within the TLP where he pays a 
modest rent. Rob is currently employed at 
Villa Italian Kitchen at the Merrimack Pre-
mium Outlets. He enrolled at Nashua Com-
munity College in January where he has 
completed five courses, earning all As and 
Bs. Rob is enrolled in four classes at NCC for 
this Fall semester. Rob has this to say about 
the TLP: “The TLP is a nice place to live with 

very affordrable rent. 
The opportunities are 
endless and on top of 
all that it helped me 
really straighten out 
my life and become an 
A student in college.”   

Another TLP 
tenant and former 
Nashua Children’s 
Home resident, is 
Samantha Ahearn.  
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Her picture appears 
in a following ar-
ticle. Samantha is a 
graduate of Souhegan 
High School, and has 
entered her freshman 
year at Plymouth State 
University. She worked 
this summer at a local nursing home while 
living at the TLP.  

Our national statistics weave a troubling 
story. According to the Child Welfare League 
of America: 

One-quarter of foster youth report •	
having been homeless for some period 
within 2.5 to 4 years after leaving the 
foster care system.
30% of the nation’s homeless adults •	
are products of the foster care system.
46% of former foster youth have not •	
completed high school. 

The numbers on employment, incarcera-
tion, early parenthood and health for former 
foster youth are no more encouraging. 

The TLP, providing housing in a 5-unit 
apartment building and a single-family 
home, works to reverse these trends. As 
our efforts are centered on youth that have 
aged-out of public systems, very little public 
money supports this initiative. Instead we 
cobble together private dollars from fund-
raisers and grants from private foundations 
and corporations. Through the ongoing gen-
erosity of community partners such as the 
Club National Charitable Foundation, TD 
Charitable Foundation, Cogswell Benevolent 
Trust, Ann DeNicola Trust, the TJX Founda-
tion and annual funding from the City of 
Nashua Review/Comment Program, young 
people like Rob and Samantha, blessed with 
their own volition, initiative, and will to 
become productive members of their com-
munity, are offered a softer transition to the 
challenges of adult living. 
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Please consider donating  
to help our cause.

How to donate:
-  online at  

nashuachildrenshome.org
-  or mail a check using the 

enclosed return envelope 

THANK YOU

Rob buying books for class.



Youth Activities

Therapeutic Riding at Touchstone Farm 

A  favored activity for the students 
of the Nashua Children’s Home 
School is therapeutic horseback 

riding. Every Wednesday, a group of 
six students takes a break from the 
rigors of the classroom and sets off for 
Temple, New Hampshire’s Touchstone 
Farm for its Horse Power program. It’s 
there that the students, in addition 
to the pure joy of riding, gain a sense 
of accomplishment and also of giving 
back through their assisting with the 
care of the animals. 

The Horse Power Gang - Bottom to Top: James, 
Joey, Myles, James, Jordan, Damien

First Time on Horseback - Jordan, with 
Winter’s instruction, rides Greta. 

Work, Work, Work!  

U 
nder the tutelage of Independent & Transitional  
Living Director, Lea Reilly, the Running Group 
of Nashua Children’s Home commenced their 

activity in May, meeting three times a week with a goal 
of participating in the Gate City Striders Trail Series 5K 
Relay Race on July 8th. 

Ms. Reilly, herself a Gate City Strider, teamed with  
Tatyana, Alejandro and Ben for the event at Nashua’s 
Mines Falls Park. 

Tagged with the team name Joy Stick, the Children’s 
Home squad placed 31st out of 45 teams, an impressive 
showing for this group of entry-level harriers in their 
initial competitive venture. 

Gate City Striders host their annual Novemberfest 
Race through Mines Falls on Sunday, November 24th. 
Once again, all proceeds accrue to Nashua Children’s 
Home. We’re hopeful that Joy Stick will make another  
appearance on the larger stage for this event.

To learn more or to register for this fun 5-mile Trail 
Race, visit http://www.runnovemberfest.com.  

Team Joy Stick - Left to Right: Lea, Tatyana, Ben, Alejandro 

James and Joey grooming Tucker.

The girls at the Con-
cord Street Girls 
Home have been busy 

looking for jobs, finding 
jobs and going to work. 
On the two ends of the 
picture below are Gina and 
Moriah, Party City employ-
ees. Also pictured is Devae, 
Kayla and Zenobia, all 
having it their way working 
at different Nashua Burger 
King locations. 

Competitive Venture 



Fund-Raising Events

Hockey Players Skate 24 Hours for Annual Fund-Raiser

Top Left: Samantha with a rendition of the 
National Anthem.

Above: Skaters & Goalies: Pre Puck-Drop

Left: All Day Power Play Action

Teeing Off for Nashua Children’s Home

T he 14th Annual Club National Golf Tourney was held at 
Souhegan Woods on June 27th. The Tourney, honoring the 
memory of Hector Boissoneault, raised $15,000 to support 

the operation of the Transitional Living Program and has now 
raised $215,000 to support that program throughout its history. 

Once again, the rains held off until all the golfers were off the 
links, and a steak barbecue, as well as annual favorites as the Hot 
Dog Hole, were enjoyed by all. 

If you want something done, ask 
a hockey player! The 6th Annual 
“All Day Power Play”, a 24-hour 

hockey event took place on July 20th 
and 21st at Cyclones Arena in Hud-
son. Running from 9 a.m. to 9 a.m. on 
two sheets of ice, and throughout the 
wee hours of the morning on a single 
sheet, the yearly skate drew 60 skaters 
and 12 goalies whose combined efforts 
netted over $23,000 ($160,000 over 
the six-year history of this event) for the 
boys and girls of Nashua Children’s Home. 
The countdown of the final minute of the 
Power Play is always stirring, with those 
that remain from start to finish tapping 
their sticks on the boards and ice and set-
ting up the traditional handshake line. 

Thanks to our many sponsors and espe-
cially to Wes Dolloff, Bill Flanagan and Joe 
Dolloff for once again donating the use of 
their facility for this important fund-raiser. 

If you are interested in sponsoring or 
playing hockey for next summer’s All Day 
Power Play fund-raiser please visit  
http://www.alldaypowerplay.net or  
contact us for details.

Left: Check Presentation - Left to 
right, Kathy Martin, Paul Belanger, 
Executive Director David Villiotti, 
Paul Chasse, Business Manager 
Lori Wilshire

Top Right: Team Boissonneault 
 
Bottom Right: Team NCH
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