
ABC Nightly News recently ran 
a piece entitled Children Sent 
Into Harm’s Way, detailing the 
number of youth who were 
removed from their families due 
to abuse/neglect, were sent home 
prematurely, and subsequently 
died.  The focus of the story was 
South Carolina, where under the 
title of Wildly Important Goals, 
their child-protective agency com-
menced an initiative to reduce the number 
of children for whom it was responsible, of-
ten with unfortunate outcomes.  Closer to 
home, many are familiar with the frequent 
debacles emanating from the Division of 
Children and Families in Massachusetts.

While we’ve fortunately not expe-
rienced these horror stories regarding 
children in New Hampshire, the national 
focus on permanency has the potential 
to give rise to those situations.   No one 
should be surprised when the mandate 
articulated by public agencies is consistent 
with the proverbial bottom line; money 
drives policy.   No one’s arguing that kids 
shouldn’t languish (a popular descriptor 
used by critics) in foster care, and that all 
kids are deserving of a permanent home.   
At Nashua Children’s Home, however, while 
we advocate for permanency, we also be-
lieve that success trumps permanency.  All 
too often, we see scant resources expended 
and energies exuded to return youth to 
family situations, much too quickly, where 
our experience tells us that the result will 
be one more failure, one more rejection for 
the boy or girl in question.  Approximately 
20% of admissions to Nashua Children’s 
Home represent such children, youth that 
were sent home expeditiously, too much so, 
the family situation proved untenable and 
the youth is back with us. Unfortunately, 
some youth are returned to a family situ-
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ation that’s bound to fail, but told 
that if they’re not successful in that 
setting, that they will not be return-
ing to Nashua Children’s Home, but 
instead placed further away.  The 
price these kids pay for not being 
able to overcome long odds is to also 
sacrifice enrollment in their neighbor-
hood school in which they continued 
after placement at Nashua Children’s 
Home, as well as participation in their 

community.

Nashua Children’s Home has long con-
sidered itself a family-centered organiza-
tion, and had authored a 1995 journal arti-
cle that appeared in Residential Treatment 
of Children and Youth, entitled, Embracing 
the Chaos:  Moving From Child-Centered 
to Family-Centered.  At that point in time, 
Nashua Children’s Home was challenged 
on its family-centeredness, the belief being 
that we were in support of all children be-
ing reunified with their families, regardless 
of circumstance.  To the contrary, our prac-
tice was, and remains grounded to a belief 
that we will work feverishly to reunify kids 
with families where there is a reasonable 
likelihood of success.  But, some boys and 
girls, given a plethora of circumstances, 
simply should not return to their family of 
origin on a full-time basis.  For these youth, 
family-centered practice involves maintain-
ing their membership with their families 
to the extent possible, perhaps spending 
holidays, special events, or even regular 
weekend time with them.  

Our overarching goal is to prepare 
youth for productive lives as adults, as suc-
cessful, productive members of their com-
munity.   Success should be the buzzword, 
the mandate, whether or not that includes 
permanency. 
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Please consider donating  
to help our cause.

How to donate:
-  online at  

nashuachildrenshome.org
-  or mail a check using the 

enclosed return envelope 

THANK YOU



Youth Activities

DCYF Teen Conference

The DCYF Teen Conference, for youth placed in residential care 
and foster care was held on August 8th at Manchester Commu-
nity College.  The conference is a culmination of activities of the 

Youth Advisory Board, facilitated by DCYF throughout the year.  

Highlighting the event for Nashua Children’s Home youth were the 
winning of laptops (via raffle) by Kayla and Kaylyn.

RUN, RUN, RUN!  

A name change, new members and more competition marked the 
Nashua Children’s Home Running Group, 2014 edition.  Previously 
dubbed Joy Stick, this year’s contingent chose Green Falcons for their 

handle.  Some members have come and gone, but the regulars at this point, 
still under the direction of Transitional Living Director, Coach Lea Reilly, are 
Andrew, Kaylyn and Zanayjah.  Thus far, the Green Falcons have competed 
in the Harvard Pilgrim 5K in Nashua, the June 2nd Gate City Striders Sum-
mer Trail Race, and the St. Charles Children’s Home 5K on Labor Day in 
Portsmouth.  Speaking of St. Charles, running is thoroughly ingrained into 
the culture in that youth-serving organization, marked by the nuns who 
staff this organization lacing up sneakers and running, habits and all.  For 
more information on this unique initiative, visit www.runningnuns.com

As for the Nashua Children’s Home runners, best 5K times thus far are 
13-year-old Andrew (30:53), 14-year-old Kaylyn (30:54) and 11-year-old 
Zanayjah (35:33).

Go Green Falcons!!

Right: Hailley and Kaylyn yukkin’ it up. 

Right: From left, Coach Lea, Zanayjah, Andrew, Kaylyn.

Credit Tenant Capital Yields Huge Assist to ADPP

T In hockey, parlance, an assist (or helper) is treated equally to a goal in every 
skater’s point total.  This year’s assist, however, by John K.C. Hyslip of Credit 
Tenant Capital, LLC far exceeds any puck that finds the back of the net.  On 

the Thursday preceding the All Day Power Play, Mr. Hyslip and his son Jack, himself 
a hockey player, visited Nashua Children’s Home and presented a check for $26,700 
to Executive Director David Villiotti.  This generous contribution, representing the 
largest single personal or corporate gift in the history of Nashua Children’s Home, 
raised the total level of giving by the Hyslip family including wife Lori and daugh-
ter Gretchen of Plymouth, NH to $50,000 in support of the boys and girls of Nashua 
Children’s Home.  

At Nashua Children’s Home, and throughout the hockey community of All Day 
Power Play, we’ll be celebrating this assist for a long time to come.

From left, Executive Director David  
Villiotti of Nashua Children’s Home with 
John K.C. Hyslip and Jack Hyslip of Credit 
Tenant Capital.

Fund-Raising Events



Fund-Raising Events

Club National Golf Tourney

All Day Power Play “If You Want Something Done, Ask a Hockey Player.”

T The venue shifted for the 7th annual All Day Power Play, but the commitment of the  
participants remained the same, honoring the event’s motto.  Hosted this time through  
the generosity of Conway Arena in Nashua, the 24-hour hockey event was held on the  

weekend of August 9th & 10th. 

Although this year’s Power Play was technically a 21-hour event, wrapping up at 6am, the skaters and goalies once 
again were taking to the ice during the wee hours.  Opening faceoff followed a stirring rendition of our National 
Anthem by a contingent of Nashua Children’s Home girls, ranging in age from 11 through 14.  The final minute was 
once again counted down, this time at 5:59am, with sticks tapping the boards, followed by the traditional hand-
shake line. 

With a big assist to John K.C. Hyslip & Jack Hyslip of Credit Tenant Capital, who donated a record private/corporate 
contribution of $26,700, the All Day Power Play raised $48,200 for the boys and girls of Nashua Children’s Home.
 
Thanks to all who participated, sponsored and helped out in so many ways.  Please visit www.alldaypowerplay.net.

T he 15th Annual Club National 
Golf Tourney was held on June 
26th at Souhegan Woods Golf 

Course.  Rain threatened throughout, 
but the tourney’s history of unimpeded 
play persisted.  The tournament once 
again raised $15,000 for the Indepen-
dent & Transitional Living programs of 
Nashua Children’s Home, increasing the 
total yield from this annual event to 
$230,000.

To celebrate the 15th year, golfers 
were treated to a prime rib lunch, 
first having enjoyed the traditional 
Hot Dog Hole offerings of the #10 
hole.

The check was presented at Club 
National on Pine Street in Nashua on 
August 7th.

Above: Check Presentation. From left, Club National Golf 
Committee Members Steve Hernandez and Paul Chase,  
Executive Director David Villiotti and Business Manager Lori 
Wilshire of Nashua Children’s Home, Treasurer Steve  
Galipeau of Club National. 

Left: Nashua Children’s Home Team. From left, Peter Dion, 
Paul Wheeler, John Wilkes Broothroyd and Matt Fentross.

Assembled Skaters & Goalies, Pre-Faceoff

The National Anthem sung by (from 
left) Kaylyn, Tatiyana, Cheyenne, 
Sarah, Zanayjah, Hailley.

ADPP Action
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